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Origins of the Justice Service 

The office of High Sheriff is the oldest secular office under the Crown and 

there have been High Sheriffs for at least 1000 years. They were originally 

responsible for the enforcement of law and order in each county, judging 

cases in monthly courts and acting as law enforcement officers. 
 

In the 12th century, Henry ll introduced the system of Itinerant Judges from 

which evolved the Assize Court system and it became the Sheriff’s 

responsibility to ensure the safety and comfort of the judges. This included 

trumpeting their arrival in the county, providing them with accommodation 

and having ready the court, prisoners and juries. The High Sheriff was also 

responsible for the execution of sentences. These responsibilities have 

evolved into the modern High Sheriff’s duty of care for the well-being of 

visiting High Court judges. 
 

In the middle of the 13th century, the system of Justices of the Peace sitting 

in Magistrates’ Courts was created. This remains a vital part of the criminal 

justice system, made up mostly of trained volunteers who sit in their 

community. 
 

In 1971 the court system was restructured. Crown courts which sit all year 

round replaced the Assizes and Quarter Sessions. Today there are 600 

Circuit Judges in England and Wales, sitting in both the Crown and County 

Courts, dealing with criminal, civil and family law. They are supported in the 

County Court by District Judges. In Hertfordshire, High Court judges visit St 

Albans and Watford courts to try the most complex criminal and family 

cases. 
 

A church service was traditionally held at the beginning of the Assizes and 

this has developed into an annual Justice Service, organised by the High 

Sheriff. It brings together, gives thanks for and supports all who administer 

law and order in the county together with those who work to prevent 

offending behaviour, protect our society, provide support for all who need 

it and contribute in other ways to make Hertfordshire a county of 

opportunity for all.  
 

Past and future High Sheriffs serve as sidesmen for the service.  
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The Shrievalty of Hertfordshire 
 

 
 

In the year 959 King Edgar is said to have established Hertford as the 

principal borough of the shire or county that bears its name. He appointed 

a ‘Shire Reeve’ to act in effect as governor of the new county, holding in his 

name both civil and military power. 
 

High Sheriffs are still appointed personally by the Queen for one year to be 

her representative in the county in all matters relating to the judiciary, the 

maintenance of law and order and the administration of justice. She makes 

the appointments, on the advice of the Privy Council, by pricking each name 

with an ancient bodkin. Tradition says that Queen Elizabeth l originated the 

practice when the Roll was brought to her whilst engaged in embroidery, 

but this is sadly a myth since there is a Sheriff’s Roll from the reign of Henry 

Vll, with the names pricked through vellum. This was in fact an early form 

of document security and the tradition still exists today. 
 

The office is held for one year, beginning in April, at no charge to the public 

purse. The High Sheriff is still the Returning Officer for parliamentary 

elections for all Hertfordshire county constituencies and has responsibility 

for proclaiming the accession of a new Sovereign.  
 

Being independent and non-political, High Sheriffs are able to bring a wide 

variety of people together within the county. They also support the many 

charitable and voluntary organisations that help the most vulnerable in our 

communities. The annual High Sheriff’s Awards, funded by the High 

Sheriff’s Fund to which the collection today contributes, champion some of 

this outstanding work.  
 

The current High Sheriff of Hertfordshire is Sarah Beazley and during her 

year in office she is working to help build stronger communities of all sorts, 

to share and celebrate successful initiatives across the county, and to bring 

people and organisations together to face challenges as part of a ‘whole 

community’ approach to tackling difficult social issues and reducing crime.  
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Sarah is committed to supporting interfaith work that encourages 

tolerance, respect and understanding between people of all beliefs, and 

integration projects that promote care, rehabilitation and acceptance of 

others into our communities. She would like to thank her friends from 

several faith groups for their help in identifying quotations from their 

scriptures which share a common message, emphasising the themes of 

justice, mercy, love and peace.  

 

On Justice 
 

Blessed are they that keep judgement, and he that doeth righteousness at 

all times. 

Psalm 106: 3 
 

Pursue justice surely, in order to live and inherit the land which God has 

given you. 

Hebrew Bible, Deuteronomy 16:20 
 

True is the Lord. True is his justice and he speaks the language of 

boundless love. 

Jap Jee Sahib  
 

The wise one, weighing both right and wrong, judges others impartially, 

unhurriedly, in line with the Truth, guarding the Truth, guarded by Truth, 

intelligently; such a one is called truly just. 

Dhammapada, verses 256-257 
 

You who believe, be persistently standing firm for Allah as witnesses in 

justice, and do not let the hatred of a people prevent you from being just. 

Be just, for that is nearer to righteousness. 

Quran, Surah Al-Ma’idah 5:8 

 

On Mercy 
 

The Lord is always worthy to be the master of the surrendered soul, for He 

is the ocean of mercy. 

Srimad Bhagavatam 4.8.46 
 

O give thanks unto the God of heaven: for his mercy endureth for ever. 

Psalm 136:26 
 

In the name of God, the Most Merciful, the Most Compassionate. 

Quran 1:1  
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Where there is knowledge there is righteousness and where there are lies 

there is sin. Where there is greed there is destruction but where there is 

mercy there is God Himself. 

Sri Guru Granth Sahib Jee 

 

On Love 
 

Hatred is never conquered by hatred, hatred is only conquered by love, this 

is a law ancient and inexhaustible. 

Dhammapada, verse 5 
 

Then one of them, which was a lawyer, asked him a question, tempting him, 

and saying, ‘Master, which is the great commandment of the law?’ Jesus 

said unto him, ‘Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with 

all thy soul and with all thy mind. This is the first and great commandment. 

And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself.’ 

The Gospel of Matthew 22: 35-39 
 

We have appointed a law and practice for every one of you. Had God willed, 

He would have made you a single community, but he wanted to test you 

regarding what has come to you. So compete with each other in doing good. 

Quran, Surah Al-Ma’idah 5:48 
 

Don't take revenge or bear a grudge against the sons of my people. Love 

your neighbour as yourself. 

Hebrew Bible Leviticus 19:18 
 

Only he who can love can find God. 

Guru Gobind Singh Jee 
 

God is Love; and he that dwelleth in love dwelleth in God, and God in him. 

1 John 4:16 
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On Peace 
 

Let there be peace in the sky and in the atmosphere. Let there be peace 

in the plant world and in the forests. Let there be undiluted and fulfilling 

peace everywhere.  

Atharva Veda 
 

O mankind! We created you from a single pair of male and female and 

made you into nations and tribes, that you may know each other (not that 

you may despise each other). 

Quran, Surah Al-Hujurat 49:13 
 

Depart from evil and do good; seek out peace and pursue it. 

Hebrew Bible Psalm 34:15 
 

Better than a thousand hollow words is one word that brings peace. 

Dhammapada, verse 100 
 

Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in 

unity. 

Psalm 133:1 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We warmly welcome everyone who has come to this Cathedral and 

Abbey Church this morning to share in this service. 
 

At today’s service, the Choir is directed by Master of the Music, Andrew 

Lucas, and the organ is played by Tom Winpenny, Assistant Master of the 

Music. 

 

Before the service the organist plays: 
 

Prelude & Fugue in E flat op. 99 no. 3  Camille Saint-Saëns 

Prelude & Fugue in G BWV 541  JS Bach 

 

The collection taken at today’s service will be given to the Hertfordshire 

High Sheriff’s Fund, administered by the Hertfordshire Community 

Foundation, and St Albans Cathedral.  
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Order of Processions 
 

Please stand at the entry of the Civic Procession 

 

The Civic Procession 
 

Virger 
 

Mayors and Chairmen of Hertfordshire Authorities 

Officers of the St Albans City and District Council 

Councillors of Town and Parish Councils within the City and District of 

St Albans 

Councillors of the City and District of St Albans 

Honorary Aldermen of the City and District of St Albans 

Councillors of Hertfordshire County Council 

The Vice Chairman of Hertfordshire County Council 

The Deputy Mayor of the City and District of St Albans 

The Chief Executive of the St Albans City and District Council 

Macebearer 

The Right Worshipful The Mayor of the City and District of St Albans 

escorted by the Sub Dean 
 

Please remain standing for the High Sheriff’s Procession 
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‘Two Processional Fanfares no. 1’  

by Elgar Howarth 

performed by the Purcell School Brass Ensemble 

 

The High Sheriff’s Procession  
 

Virger 
 

The Under Sheriff of Hertfordshire 

The Chief Constable of Hertfordshire 

The Chief Fire Officer for Hertfordshire 

The Governor of Her Majesty’s Prison The Mount 
 

The High Sheriff of Bedfordshire 

The High Sheriff of Buckinghamshire 

The High Sheriff of Essex 

The High Sheriff of Norfolk 

The High Sheriff of Northamptonshire 

The High Sheriff of Suffolk 
 

Chairmen of Hertfordshire Magistrates’ Benches & Panels 

Deputy Justices’ Clerk 

Chancellor of the Diocese of St Albans  

Chief Legal Officer, Hertfordshire County Council 

President of Hertfordshire Law Society 

Dean of the Law School, University of Hertfordshire 
 

Barristers, Employment Judge and Recorders 

District Judges 

Circuit Judges 
 

Chaplain to the High Sheriff of Hertfordshire 

Sword Bearer 

The High Sheriff of Hertfordshire 
 

Clerks to the High Court Judges 

High Court Judges 

Lord Justice of Appeal 

The Lord Lieutenant 

escorted by The Dean and a Cathedral Warden 
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Please sit when those in the High Sheriff’s Procession have reached 

their seats 
 

Please stand as the Cathedral Procession enters the Nave 

 

‘Two Processional Fanfares no. 2’  

by Elgar Howarth 

performed by The Purcell School Brass Ensemble 

 

The Cathedral Procession 
 

 Taperer Crucifer Taperer 
 

Banner 
 

The Cathedral Choir 

The Master of the Music 
 

Representatives from other Faiths 
 

Canons Minor 
 

Virger 

Canons Residentiary and Archdeacons 
 

Virger 

The Dean 
 

Virger 

The Bishop of St Albans 

Bishop’s Chaplain 

 

Please remain standing to sing the opening hymn 
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Opening Hymn  
 

 
 

 
 

 

Praise my soul, the King of heaven, 

to his feet thy tribute bring; 

ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven, 

who like me his praise should sing? 

Alleluia, alleluia,  

praise the everlasting King. 
 

Praise him for his grace and favour 

to our fathers in distress; 

praise him still the same for ever, 

slow to chide and swift to bless: 

Alleluia, alleluia, 

glorious in his faithfulness. 
 

Father-like he tends and spares us, 

well our feeble frame he knows; 

in his hands he gently bears us, 

rescues us from all our foes: 

Alleluia, alleluia, 

widely as his mercy flows. 
 

Angels, help us to adore him; 

ye behold him face to face; 

sun and moon bow down before him, 

dwellers all in time and space: 

Alleluia, alleluia,  

praise with us the God of grace.  
Words: Henry Francis Lyte 

Tune: Praise My Soul 
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Please sit 
 

Welcome 
 

The Very Reverend Dr Jeffrey John, Dean of St Albans 

 

Bidding 
 

Read by The High Sheriff of Hertfordshire, Sarah Beazley 
 

We gather here today to give thanks for our system of law and order and 

to acknowledge with gratitude the contributions of all those who work to 

uphold the law and administer justice. We pray especially for those who 

ensure that justice and liberty prevail in our county of Hertfordshire: our 

judges and magistrates, police, prison and probation services, those 

who support victims, the armed forces, emergency services and the 

wide range of other public and voluntary groups and faith communities 

who work towards a fair, just and peaceful society.  
 

At this service we affirm that we value and will continue to defend the 

freedom and civil liberties that we enjoy in this country, and that we will 

commit ourselves afresh to the cause of justice for all in a world which 

respects difference and upholds the common good.  
 

We remember with thanksgiving the witness of the Christian church, 

and of other faith communities, to the pursuit of truth, commitment to 

the dignity of all humanity and the exercise of justice, mercy and humility 

which comes from service to God and our fellow men.  
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Introduction  
 

What doth the Lord require of thee but to do justly,  

and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God? 
Micah 6: 8 

 

Beloved, as we are gathered together in the presence of God 

let us call to mind and confess our sins. 

 

Please kneel or sit and join in the words of the Confession 
 

Most merciful God, 

Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

we confess that we have sinned  

in thought, word and deed. 

We have not loved thee with our whole heart. 

We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. 

In thy mercy, forgive what we have been, 

help us to amend what we are, 

and direct what we shall be; 

that we may do justly, love mercy, 

and walk humbly with thee, our God. 

 Amen. 

 

The Absolution 
 

Pronounced by The Right Reverend Dr Alan Smith, Bishop of St Albans 
 

May the Almighty and merciful Lord  

grant unto you pardon  

and remission of all your sins,  

time for amendment of life,  

and the grace and comfort of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

Please stand 
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The Preces 
 

Sung by the choir 
 

O Lord, open thou our lips. 

And our mouth shall shew forth thy praise. 
 

O God, make speed to save us. 

O Lord, make haste to help us. 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be,  

world without end. Amen. 
 

Praise ye the Lord. 
Setting: Bernard Rose 

 

Please sit 
 

Psalm 119: 33-39 
 

Sung by the choir 
 

Teach me, O Lord, the way of thy statutes :  

and I shall keep it unto the end. 

Give me understanding, and I shall keep thy law :  

yea, I shall keep it with my whole heart. 

Make me to go in the path of thy commandments : 

for therein is my desire. 

Incline my heart unto thy testimonies :  

and not to covetousness. 

O turn away mine eyes, lest they behold vanity :  

and quicken thou me in thy way. 

O stablish thy word in thy servant :  

that I may fear thee. 

Take away the rebuke that I am afraid of : 

for thy judgements are good. 

Behold, my delight is in thy commandments :  

O quicken me in thy righteousness. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning and is now, and ever shall be, world 

without end. 

Amen.   
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The First Lesson 
 

Read by His Honour Judge Michael Kay QC 
 

Here beginneth the first verse of the eleventh chapter of the 

book of the Prophet Isaiah  
 

There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, 

and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 

And the Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him, 

the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 

the spirit of counsel and might, 

the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. 

And his delight shall be in the fear of the Lord. 

He shall not judge by what his eyes see, 

or decide by what his ears hear; 

but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, 

and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 

and he shall smite the earth with the rod of his mouth, 

and with the breath of his lips he shall slay the wicked.  

Righteousness shall be the girdle of his waist, 

and faithfulness the girdle of his loins. 

The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, 

and the leopard shall lie down with the kid, 

and the calf and the lion and the fatling together, 

and a little child shall lead them. 

The cow and the bear shall feed; 

their young shall lie down together; 

and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 

The sucking child shall play over the hole of the asp, 

and the weaned child shall put his hand on the adder’s den. 

They shall not hurt or destroy 

in all my holy mountain; 

for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord 

as the waters cover the sea. 
 

Isaiah 11: 1-9 
 

Here endeth the lesson.  

 

Please stand for the hymn  



14 

Hymn  

 
 

Lord of all hopefulness, Lord of all joy, 

whose trust, ever childlike, no cares could destroy, 

be there at our waking, and give us, we pray, 

your bliss in our hearts, Lord, at the break of the day.  
 

Lord of all eagerness, Lord of all faith, 

whose strong hands were skilled at the plane and the lathe, 

be there at our labours, and give us, we pray, 

your strength in our hearts, Lord, at the noon of the day. 

 

Lord of all kindliness, Lord of all grace, 

your hands swift to welcome, your arms to embrace, 

be there at our homing, and give us, we pray, 

your love in our hearts, Lord, at the eve of the day. 
 

Lord of all gentleness, Lord of all calm,  

whose voice is contentment, whose presence is balm, 

be there at our sleeping, and give us, we pray, 

your peace in our hearts, Lord, at the end of the day.  
 

Words: Jan Struther 

Tune: Slane 

 

After the Hymn, please sit for the Te Deum 
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Te Deum 
 

Sung by the choir 
 

We praise thee, O God, we acknowledge thee to be the Lord. 

All the earth doth worship thee the Father everlasting.  

To thee all Angels cry aloud, the heavens and all the powers 

therein.  

To thee Cherubin and Seraphin continually do cry, 

Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of Sabaoth;  

Heaven and earth are full of the Majesty of thy glory.  

The glorious company of the Apostles praise thee.  

The goodly fellowship of the Prophets praise thee.  

The noble army of Martyrs praise thee.  

The holy Church throughout all the world  

doth acknowledge thee; The Father of an infinite Majesty;  

Thine honourable, true and only Son;  

Also the Holy Ghost, the Comforter.  

Thou art the King of glory, O Christ.  

Thou art the everlasting Son of the Father. 

When thou tookest upon thee to deliver man  

thou didst not abhor the Virgin’s womb.  

When thou hadst overcome the sharpness of death  

thou didst open the kingdom of heaven to all believers.  

Thou sittest at the right hand of God, in the glory of the Father.  

We believe that thou shalt come to be our Judge.  

We therefore pray thee, help thy servants, 

whom thou hast redeemed with thy precious blood. 

Make them to be numbered with thy Saints in glory 

everlasting.  

O Lord, save thy people, and bless thine heritage. 

Govern them and lift them up for ever.  

Day by day we magnify thee; 

And we worship thy Name, ever world without end. 

Vouchsafe, O Lord, to keep us this day without sin. 

O Lord, have mercy upon us, have mercy upon us. 

O Lord, let thy mercy lighten upon us, as our trust is in thee 

O Lord in thee have I trusted; let me never be confounded. 
 

Setting: Te Deum in C  

Benjamin Britten  
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The Second Lesson 
 

Read by Chief Constable Charlie Hall QPM 
 

Here beginneth the twenty fifth verse of the tenth chapter of the 

Gospel of Saint Luke.  
 

And behold, a lawyer stood up to put him to the test, saying, 

“Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?” He said to him, 

“What is written in the law? How do you read?” And he answered, 

“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all 

your soul, and with all your strength, and with all your mind; and 

your neighbour as yourself.” And he said to him, “You have 

answered right; do this, and you will live.” 
 

But he, desiring to justify himself, said to Jesus, “And who is my 

neighbour?” Jesus replied, “A man was going down from 

Jerusalem to Jericho, and he fell among robbers, who stripped him 

and beat him, and departed, leaving him half dead. Now by chance 

a priest was going down that road; and when he saw him he 

passed by on the other side.  
 

So likewise a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, 

passed by on the other side. But a Samaritan, as he journeyed, 

came to where he was; and when he saw him, he had compassion, 

and went to him and bound up his wounds, pouring on oil and 

wine; then he set him on his own beast and brought him to an inn, 

and took care of him. And the next day he took out two denarii and 

gave them to the innkeeper, saying, ‘Take care of him; and 

whatever more you spend, I will repay you when I come back.’ 

Which of these three, do you think, proved neighbour to the man 

who fell among the robbers?” He said, “The one who showed mercy 

on him.”  
 

And Jesus said to him, “Go and do likewise.” 
 

Luke 10: 25-37  
 

Here endeth the lesson. 

 

Please remain seated for the Jubilate 
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Jubilate Deo 

Sung by the choir 
 

O be joyful in the Lord, all ye lands:  

serve the Lord with gladness,  

and come before his presence with a song. 

Be ye sure that the Lord he is God: 

it is he that hath made us, and not we ourselves;  

we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture. 

O go your way into his gates with thanksgiving, and into his courts 

with praise be thankful unto him, and speak good of his Name. 

For the Lord is gracious, his mercy is everlasting: 

and his truth endureth from generation to generation. 
 

Please stand 
 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost. 

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be:  

world without end. Amen. 
 

Setting: Jubilate in E flat  

Benjamin Britten 
 

Please remain standing 
 

The Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God 

  the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; 

 and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 

 born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, dead, and buried: he descended into hell; 

 the third day he rose again from the dead;  

he ascended into heaven,  

and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 

 from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.  

 I believe in the Holy Ghost;  

 the holy Catholic Church; 

 the Communion of Saints; 

 the forgiveness of sins; 

 the Resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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The Lesser Litany and the Lord’s Prayer 
 

Sung by the choir 
 

The Lord be with you. 

And with thy spirit. 
 

Let us pray 
 

Please kneel or sit 
 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Christ, have mercy upon us. 

 Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer is said by all 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

Hallowed be thy Name,  

Thy kingdom come,  

Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread;  

And forgive us our trespasses,  

As we forgive those who trespass against us;  

And lead us not into temptation,  

But deliver us from evil. Amen.   

 

The Responses 
 

O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us. 

And grant us thy salvation. 
 

O Lord, save the Queen. 

And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee. 
 

Endue thy ministers with righteousness. 

And make thy chosen people joyful. 
 

O Lord, save thy people. 

And bless thine inheritance. 
 

Give peace in our time, O Lord. 

Because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only thou, 

O God. 
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O God, make clean our hearts within us. 

And take not thy Holy Spirit from us. 

 

The Collect for the Second Sunday before Advent 
 

O God, whose blessed Son was manifested 

that he might destroy the works of the devil 

and make us the children of God and heirs of eternal life: 

grant us, we beseech thee, that, having this hope, 

we may purify ourselves, even as he is pure, 

that when he shall appear again with power and great glory 

we may be made like unto him in his eternal and glorious 

kingdom; where with thee, O Father, and thee, O Holy Spirit, 

he liveth and reigneth, one God, now and for ever. 

Amen. 

 

The Collect for Peace 
 

O God, who art the author of peace and lover of concord,  

In knowledge of whom standeth our eternal life,  

whose service is perfect freedom:  

Defend us thy humble servants in all assaults of our enemies;  

that we, surely trusting in thy defence,  

may not fear the power of any adversaries;  

through the might of Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 
 

The Collect for Grace 
 

O Lord our heavenly Father, Almighty and everlasting God,  

who hast safely brought us to the beginning of this day:  

Defend us in the same with thy mighty power;  

and grant that this day we fall into no sin,  

neither run into any kind of danger;  

but that all our doings may be ordered by thy governance,  

to do always that is righteous in thy sight;  

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen. Setting: Bernard Rose 

 

Please sit 
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The Anthem 
 

Sung by the choir 
 

Lord, make me an instrument of thy peace: 

where there is hatred, let me sow love; 

where there is injury, pardon; 

where there is doubt, faith; 

where there is despair, hope; 

where there is darkness, light; 

where there is sadness, joy.  

Lord, make me an instrument of thy peace. Amen 
 

Words: St Francis of Assisi  

Music: John Joubert 

 

Sermon 
 

 

Mrs Caroline Franks, Chaplain to the High Sheriff of Hertfordshire; 

Reader, The United Benefice of Standon and The Mundens with 

Sacombe 
 

Prayers 
 

Led by Harriet Beazley, Camilla Beazley, Edward Beazley, Hugo Beazley 

and Mrs Caroline Franks 

 

Please kneel or sit 
 

Let us pray. 
 

A prayer for the Queen and all who govern 
 

Almighty God, source of all authority and wisdom, hear our prayer 

for those who govern. Give to Elizabeth our Queen,  

grace to rule with equity and righteousness.  

Give to her Parliament wisdom, skill, vision and integrity,  

to work for peace and prosperity for all. 

We give you thanks for the freedoms we enjoy as citizens of this 

country, and we pray that we will all work to maintain the tradition 

of service upon which our society is built.  

Amen. 
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A prayer for our World 
 

Eternal and all-powerful God, we pray for our world and all the 

peoples of earth.  

We pray for healing for the nations; for peace where there is strife; 

for provision where there is need; for freedom where there is 

oppression.  

We pray for all in positions of power, that they will work for the good 

of those whose welfare lies in their hands, and for all who work to 

alleviate suffering of any kind. We pray that all those whose 

prosperity is secure will offer help to their neighbours in need. 

Amen. 

 

A prayer for Justice and Law and Order 
 

Ever living God of justice and righteousness, we pray for those who 

administer justice in our country.  

We pray for, and commend to your care, our judges and 

magistrates; our police, prison and probation services; our armed 

forces and emergency services; those who support victims and 

those who work to rehabilitate offenders.  

As our judges and magistrates seek to enforce the law without fear 

or favour, we pray for your strength to sustain them and your peace 

to enfold them.  

Grant them clear understanding of the issues they must address, 

and of your ways of justice, mercy and peace. 

We give thanks for all who work tirelessly to prevent crime and 

keep us safe, as well as the public, voluntary and faith groups that 

work to ensure a fair, just and peaceful society.  

Under our laws and their administration, may your people be 

governed with fairness and Godliness. 

Amen.  
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A prayer for Community 
 

Ever loving God, we give thanks for the many expressions of 

community found in our nation. 

We give thanks for the rich mix of tradition, culture and faiths that 

make up our society.  

We give thanks that this country is one where the oppressed and 

the outcast have always been able to find a home and a welcome, 

and we pray for the continuance of that spirit of care for our 

neighbour.  

We pray for an end to hate crime, discrimination and all sectarian 

divides. 

We give thanks for the cross-cultural and interfaith work that is 

being undertaken across our land; for the initiatives being led to 

promote understanding, integration and mutual respect. 

We give thanks for all the work done in this county to alleviate 

need, whether physical, mental or emotional. 

Amen. 

 

The Hertfordshire Prayer 
 

Holy Lord, our help and our redeemer, 

ever present with us in our lives: 

receive our prayers and inspire us with thy Spirit 

that we may seek to work together 

for the good of all the people of this County; 

open our hearts to those who are in need, 

restore in all minds a sense of justice and responsibility, 

deepen and strengthen our community life, 

so that we may 

have faith and hope 

in the future that lies before us; 

remembering him through whom all good things come, 

even thy Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
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Offertory Hymn 
 

Please stand to sing the hymn, during which a collection will be taken, 

which will be given to the High Sheriff’s Fund and St Albans Cathedral. 

If you are a UK tax payer you are invited to use the Gift Aid envelope 

provided and fill in the details on the front. 

 

All people that on earth do dwell, 

sing to the Lord with cheerful voice; 

him serve with fear, his praise forth tell, 

come ye before him, and rejoice. 
 

The Lord, ye know, is God indeed; 

without our aid he did us make; 

we are his folk, he doth us feed, 

and for his sheep he doth us take. 
 

O enter then his gates with praise,  

approach with joy his courts unto; 

praise, laud, and bless his name always, 

for it is seemly so to do. 
 

For why? The Lord our God is good; 

his mercy is for ever sure; 

his truth at all times firmly stood, 

and shall from age to age endure.  
 

To Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 

the God whom heaven and earth adore, 

from men and from the angel-host 

be praise and glory evermore.  
Words: William Kethe 

Tune: Old Hundredth 
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The Blessing 
 

Given by The Right Reverend Dr Alan Smith, Bishop of St Albans 
 

God grant to the living, grace;  

to the departed, rest; 

to the Church, the Queen, the Commonwealth, and to all people,  

peace and concord; 

and to us and all his servants, life everlasting; 

and the blessing of God almighty, 

the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, 

be upon you, and remain with you,  

now and for ever.  

Amen. 
 

Please remain standing for the National Anthem and as the processions 

depart 
 

The National Anthem 
 

God save our gracious Queen,   

long live our noble Queen,  

God save the Queen.   

Send her victorious,   

happy and glorious,   

long to reign over us:  

God save the Queen.     
 

Thy choicest gifts in store  

on her be pleased to pour, 

long may she reign. 

May she defend our laws, 

and ever give us cause 

to sing with heart and voice, 

God save the Queen. 
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Organ Voluntary 
 

Toccata   Théodore Dubois 

 

After the service you are warmly invited to stay for coffee served in the 

South Transept and Welcome Centre. Cathedral guides have kindly 

agreed to be available to those who would like to learn more about 

this Cathedral and Abbey church.



 

The Hertfordshire High Sheriff’s Fund 
(Administered by Hertfordshire Community Foundation, registered 

Charity No. 299438) 
 

High Sheriffs are active in supporting charities, community groups and 

voluntary services that help to make Hertfordshire one of the safest 

counties in the UK and support vulnerable members of our society to 

stay safe and improve their life chances. Every day, hundreds of people 

in Hertfordshire willingly give their time and energy to help others in 

many different activities.  
 

To this end, the High Sheriff’s Fund was established in 1995 to make 

possible the permanent funding of Awards for exceptional achievement 

in preventing crime and making Hertfordshire a county of opportunity 

for all. The Fund has grown steadily since its creation and supports a 

number of Awards each year. Money from today’s collection will go 

towards the Fund.  
 

This year’s Awards will focus on building stronger communities, 

integration, community projects run by faith groups and social justice. It 

will be a pleasure to recognise and celebrate the valuable role played 

by organisations working in these areas and to showcase organisations 

that create stronger communities. 
 

For further information, please contact: 

Sarah Beazley 

sarah.beazley@hsoh.org.uk 

www.highsheriffofhertfordshire.org.uk 
  

If you would like to make a donation you can do so: 

 By cheque – please make cheques payable to ‘Hertfordshire 

Community Foundation’ and send to Georgina Bawden at HCF, 

Foundation House, 2-4 Forum Place, Fiddlebridge Lane, Hatfield, 

Hertfordshire AL10 0RN 

 Online – please visit www.hertscf.org.uk and click on the 

‘donate’ button 

 By BACS – to make a one-off donation or to set up a regular 

donation; account name: Hertfordshire Community Foundation, 

sort code: 60-10-39, account number: 28592379 
 

To find out more about HCF please visit www.hertscf.org.uk, call 

01707 251351 or email highsheriff@hertscf.org.uk 

http://www.highsheriffofhertfordshire.org.uk/
http://www.hertscf.org.uk/
http://www.hertscf.org.uk/
mailto:highsheriff@hertscf.org.uk

